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Analysis of a subgroup of observational studies. Certainty of effect

(Grade) as low. 2 We would argue it is lower still, as the authors

appearto have misclassified several studies with regard to mask

type.

Editorial b Eidlze and | EER the real push
* Their statement disregards the important limitations of

observational studies (e.g., recall bias and limited ability to control

for additional exposures), analytical shortcomings, and that the

mask difference was statistically significant only when accounting
for aerosol-generating procedures, (consistent with current

guidelines)

Letterto
Lancet

* Also ignored are systematic reviews of RT of Ngss versus surgical
masks that consistently found no significant differences in risk

+

MacIntyre and Wang's push, based on low certaint

findings,highly susceptible to bias, and that contradicts higher quality
evidence is scientifically unjustified
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(A) Medical Mask N95

Study Events Total Events Total

Loeb 2009 70 225 70 221

Macintyre 2011 7 246 7 475

Macintyre 2013 12 347 18 665

Radonovich 2019 327 1171 298 1103

Random effects model 1989 2464

Heterogeneity: I> = 0%, ©* = 0, P = 63
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(B)
Medical Mask N95

Study Events Total Events Total Odds Ratio OR

=]ofolg -8 bo atory Loeb 2009 50 225 48 221 1.03

@elpfi rmed Macintyre 2011 3 246 2 475 y 2.92 |

inf]
Maclntyre 2013 1 347 3 665 = 0.64

Intivenza Radonovich 2019 85 1171 91 1103 5 0.87

laliElalely Random effects model 1989 2464 <4 0.94
Heterogeneity: 1% = 0%, v* = 0, P= 56 rr I

0.1 05 1 2 10

Favours MM Favours N95



1696670

-

Countries/area/territories experiencing larger
outbreaks of local transmission defined through
an assessment of factors including, but not

"i [0) advice limited to:

*

Large numbers of cases not linkable to transmission
based

on chegs

community *

Large numbers of cases from sentinel lab surveillance

transmission *

Multiple unrelated clusters in several areas of the

country

« Source: https://www.who.int/publications-detail/global-surveillance-for-covid-19-

caused-by-human-infection-with-covid-19-virus-interim-quidance


